
   falling out 
of place  
    

Symposium within the frame of tanzpol Berlin. 

Dec, 19th 2021, 11–18:30 h 
Uferstudios Berlin, Studio 1.

When we fall, we move. The movement of falling brings us so-
mewhere. Mistakes bring us somewhere. Since we never know 
everything there is always the option to use our falling and 
stumbling to get somewhere else then we were before. Taking 
the idea of falling somewhere else instead of falling into known 
places the symposium wants to put a critical focus around 
questions of how non-western bodies, forms of dance knowled-
ge and artistic practice within the field of dance are evaluated, 
curated and presented in contexts of western dance festivals, 
platforms and venues. 
tanzpol focuses in its first edition specifically on artistic works 
of Iranian artists, partly based in Europe. The symposium wants 
to open up a critical discussion around the concept of the plat-
form itself, related to the Iranian body on the European stage. 
Further the symposium intents to go towards a multi-perspec-
tive sharing of experiences and research, by widening the deba-
te away from the Iranian body only and hearing voices of other 
non-western bodies and contexts that faces similar or other 
forms of being represented.
The specific questions and single points of interest are shaped 
together with the contributors and are not fixed beforehand. 
What are the current themes and questions the participating 
artists/theorists are busy with? Which kind of encounters are 
artists interested in within the frame of the symposium? Artis-
tic positions as well as aspects of theoretical research and cura-
tional perspectives will be part of the debate.

 –  Shifting Perspectives on Dance Knowledge  
and Artistic Practices 

tanzpol Symposium is a public event and invites  
external guests, who are interested in the program.  
The symposium will be in English.  

As places are limited please register beforehand  
via the contact formular on this website.  

Parents with children are welcome! We provide  
an extra studio with babysitter for the full day  
in studio 2,  just a few steps away from studio 1.

Program 

11:00–11:15 h

Greeting and introduction by Johanna Kasperowitsch

11:15–12:15 h

Reversing Perspective, Keynote by Nora Amin 
The keynote speech contemplates a fictional scenario where power positions 
are reversed, thus bringing irony onto the criticism of white privilege, colo-
nialism, eurocentrism and western cultural hegemony. Nora Amin imagines a 
reversal of perspective where dance is no more defined and dictated by the 
west; where capitalist economies do not determine dance trends and festival 
curation anymore; where racism is no longer the norm; and where exoticisa-
tion and objectification are not even an option. A world where the dancer will 
never be perceived as a puppet, and where dance will no longer be colonised. 

12:15–13:15 h

Panel discussion 1  
with Hooman Sharifi & tba
 

13:15–13:45 h

Coffee break

13:45–14:45 h

Dancing Contemporary - Decolonial Perspectives  
on Interwoven Gestures from/towards Iran,  
Lecture by Kâmnoush Khosrovani
 

14:45–15:30 h

Artistic Testimonials (tba)
 

15:30–16:30 h 

Question-based Audio- and Walking-Format  
by Elisa Ricci and Ricardo da Paula

16:30–17:30 h

Break 
(eating and talking together)

17:30–18:30 h

Dancefilm-Screening with works  
by Iranian Filmmakers


